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YOUTH  EVANGELISM  CHALLENGE 


NAKARU.  Kanya  (BP)  -  Env 
ily  Martia  21.  youth  Iwdar 
at  Habfon  Church  in  Bush. 
La.,  died  Jan.  1  from  a  blood 
dot  in  har  lungt  ahoilly 
aflar  arriving  in  Kanye  on 
har  third  iiiicsion  trip  to  tha 
African  iration.  Har  father 
Scot  Martin  Idd  the  Bap- 
tial  Mew  age.  rraiMe  journal 
of  tha  Louieiana  Baptist 
Convenboa  that  even  before 
har  firat  vaH  to  Kanye,  Emily 
poaeaaaad  a  love  for  tnia- 
siona  that  began  as  a  teerv 
agar  with  a  church  avatr- 
gaMalic  trip  to  Odahoma.  A 
student  at  Laavell  Coltege  of 
New  Orlaens  Seminary,  aha 
tkaty  vwtdd  hsMO  moved  to 
Kattya  to  continua  miasien 
wocfc  after  graduation.  Scot 
Martin  said. 


.  SACRAMENTO.  Catf.  (BP) 
£-  TheCiBIriinia  Board  of 
S  ftaglatatod  NiMfeiff  Iwa  givan 
iagnaH  Ight  to  a  oMa  taaelh 
.nn  nuraaa  how  to  wMna 


3)ia  abortion  pit  ravaraal 
pooaaa  uaaa  intadons  of 
pragaatarorta  to  oouoloract 
ndfoptialenai  the  fd  part  of 
a  two-drug  pmeaw  uaad  to 
tnduoa  abofpoa  Mora  Bran 
400  woman  have  calad 
tha  Abortion  PM  Ravatj||f 
hodara  bafora  taMng  the 
aaoond  drug  and  auooaaa 
Uy  ravariod  thaa  abemona. 
scoordbtg  to  Haartbaat 
Irrtarrtational  tha  Oltio-baaad 


offara  tha  continuing  I 


noBtaasTO 


DM1A5(BP)-Cybataa- 
cutby  and  taaial  abuse  in 
Bra  chuaoh  «di  ba  amotH 
the  topica  tiaouaaad  IRT  nay 


human  laaouroaa  protaasioiv 
ak.  and  rstattoW  offroers 
of  churchea  and  rraniatrres 
during  Bra  OudaSnirta 
nnani^  Raaouroaa  sacotrd 
annual  Etrvloyaa  BanaAts 
Surrttrril  Miech  2B-28  at  Bra 
Wbabn  Galaria  in  DaBas.  The 
summit  is  an  outgnMvBr  of 
Bra  margar  Iasi  year  of  tha 
Southern  Bapbat  Buainaaa 
OlHeara  ConlarariBa  arrd 
QuidaStorra  Banafits  Forum 
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Churches 
now  eligible 
for  federal 
relief  funds 

WASHMBQTON  (BP  and 
local  rcporta)  -  Tbe  Fed- 
etal  Emeigen^  Management 
Agency  (FDIA)  baa  reveraed 
ibittf  after  rvideapread  com- 
ptaints  and  wfll  now  permit 
cfaurtdiea  whose  facilities  have 
been  damaged  by  natural  ift- 
sasterato  receive  relief  funds 
from  the  federal  government. 

'Private  nonprofit  houses 
of  worship  wQl  not  be  singled 
out  for  i&favoied  treatment 
vddiin  the  community  cen¬ 
ters  aubcatei^  of  nonprofit 
applicants,’ FB^  Kecovery 
Directorate  Assistant  Admin¬ 
istrator  Aks  Amparo  wrote  in 
a  Jan.  2  gute  outlining  tbe 
drange  in  potin. 

The  gnsde  defines,  amc 
other  matters,  tha  types 


PWiWAIIBP  TO  PWAMK  -  MBaamWapdat  young  pacpla  uumaMedatriAfe 

MlaaiapppiCoBagacatta)uainasrlDnDac.27-2Btorthaatrtrual^touBrC'iiangaitmChdhngaapotraoredby 
Bra  avangsBam  dapartmant  of  tha  Miiaimiptii  Bapbat  CorwarrBon  Board  (Photo  by  tMBani  K  fWra  Jr.) 

Bible  study,  evangelism  emphasized 


By  WHIiam  H.  Pprfcina  Jr. 
Edftor 

More  than  850  young  people 
from  acroat  the  state  attended 
the  '  2017  Youth  Evangelism 
diilletige  (YEC)  Dec.  27-28  on 
the  campus  of  Miaaisaippi  Col¬ 


lege  (MC)  in  Oiiiton,  aoebrdiag 
toofganbers. 

A  time  of  Bible  study  and 
traininr,  for  evanaeUam  en- 
courteta  in  their  diflyllvea,  the 
animal  nthering  in  MCa  KX. 
Wood  CoUseimi  drew  good 
numben  but  wm  down  sUpttly 
from  tbe  prevkma  year,  said 


event  eoordinator  Don  Una, 
director  of  evengeliam  for  tbe 
Miaaiaeippi  Baptist  Cooveptfon 
Board  (MBCB)  in  Jadaon.' 

'A  to^  of  ^  public  profea- 
aioiK)  of  foifit  in  JeMW  Christ 
were  recorded,  be  noted. 

tcaYPC  on  p.  P 


community  ceateta’  under 
the  federal  Stafford  Disaster 
Relief  and  Emtsgency  Aaais- 
tance  Act. 

In  tbe  wake  of  dstnagr  to 
Tfesaa  cfauicfaee  cansedbjt  Hnr- 
ricana  ftev^  in  August,  Re- 
pdrlicen  VS.  President  Doetsld 
Ttunm  snd  Rppdhlicsn  Tbias 
Gov.  urea  AMxitt  uqged  FEMA 
tomahenousesofwotdiipeii- 
Mhle  to  receive  die  amne  tm  of 
SaitrTrriaef  funds  avaPaSeto 
oftwr  nonpeofits. 
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U.S.  Supreme  Court  won*t  hear  HB 1523 


By  WIHipm  H.  Pprfcinp  Jr. 
Editor 

Hie  U  Supreme  Couit  has 
turned  down  a  bid  to  overturn 

ei523,  the  oommoo  name 
the  state  laW  tbat  grants 
Misaisaippians  tbe  right  to  per- 
sonaBy  deeSne  to  provide  gov¬ 
ernment  and  busineat  aernces 
bteed  on  tbeir  aincere  tefigkma 
beliefs. 

*Two  years  ago  Miaaisaippi 
passed  one  of  tbe  strongest 
religious  freedom  laws  in  tbe 
country.  I  was  pleased  to  read 
[Jan.  8]  tbat  tbe  United  States 
Supreme  Court  refused  to  in¬ 
tervene,  allowing  our  law  to 
remain  in  full  effoct.  Congratu- 
lationa  to  Gov.  Phil  Bryant  and 
his  legal  team,*  said  Republi¬ 
can  state  Rep.  Andy  Gipson  of 
Braxton,  who  was  one  of  tbe 


an  interview  wRh  tbe  Clarion 
Ledger  newsfiaper  in  Jadoon. 

Fonnally  xnown  as  tbe  Pro¬ 
tecting  Freedom  of  Conadenee 
from  Government  Diecrimi- 
nation  Aet.-sHB  uas  tdlows 
driaeua  of  MaaiaMpi  to  dte 
their  sincerdy-bdu  religiotis 
beUefi  in  declining  to  become 
involved  in  such  activities  as 
same  sex  marriagee  and  other 
LGBTQ  (Uebian,  Gay,  Maexu- 
al,  Tranagender,  Qucstfoalng) 
matters. 

For  example,  under  HB 
issa  a  county  clnk  can  refuse 
to  issue  a  marriage  Ucenae  to 
a  1^  of  lesbians  if  tbe  dark 
bolds  sincere  leHgieus  beliefo 
opposing  such  marriages  - 
but  tbe  derk  must  have  some- 


^  J*BhilJTHgRN  BAPTIST  HtST^AL 

UBRARY  AND  ARCHIVES 
servicaa  s^  as  pbotmplv.  NashviliB,  TenneB8«e 


wiO  udHct  widmMd  dftKrkn- 
instloft  00  LGBTQ  ckimm  of 
tbs  stsfee. 

Jennifer  Riley  CoOins,  ex¬ 
ecutive  director  of  tbe  ACLU 
of  Missfaalpi^  said  in  a  atete- 
ment  after  the  U.8.  Supreme 
Cfourt’s  decision.  *The  ACLU 
of  Misaistipm  expects  that  our 
narrower  cnaDenge  will  now 
move  forward.  Our  case  was 
filed  on  behalf  of  a  same-sex 
couide  planninc  to  marry  in 
Missiaaippi  in  tne  near  future. 
We  will  continue  to  proceed 

aaa  HS  1023  oh  p  .  6 
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WILLIAM  PERKINS 


To  join,  or  not? 


Guest  opinion 

with  Bill  Conners 


Notice  the  diSerence  between  the  If  thU  idea  biblical?  Granted,  the 

concepts  oftbe*univenalchuidi*  and  a  New  Testament  nowhere  expUdtly 

“local  churdL*  Ihe  universal  church  con-  instnicts  local  cfaurdies  to  maintain  for- 
sistsofeveiybom-again  believer,  from  msL  organized  memberdiip  records  but 

rveiy  ^ace,  throuafrout  all  of  time  (Matt  the  lack  of  an  eqilicit  command  does 
i6:AEph.^:io,Col.  1:18).  It  has  never  not  render  modem  notions  of  diurch 
hen  a  meeting  and  win  only  do  so  at  the  membership  unbiblical. 

marriage  supper  ofthe  lamb  described  in  The  Apcatle  Paul  sai^  “...You  are 

Rev.  chapter  2t.  tbe  bod^  of  Christ,  and  ind^^ual  mem- 

However.  Scripture  primarily  refers  bers  of  tt’ (1  Cor.  12:27,  Rom.  chapter 

to  ^dni^(Gredu«idcle8ia)aslocal  U:).  He  compared  a  local  church  to 
bdieew  ttilowshipsarnoupsofhdiever  tt  e  human  body,  attributing  an  or- 
tmowships  in  a  particuhr  area.  Such  pmic  quality  to  ns  structure.  Just  as 

references  espeifelly  appear  in  Scripture  abodycannotezistwithoutitsindi- 
paasmoontaini^mstniction  or  teach-  vi  dual  parts,  a  local  church  cannot  exist 
mg  (Rom.  16:^  iCor.  11:18,  and  Jesus’  without  hs  parts  (i.e.,  members  —  its 
letters  to  the  churdM  in  Rev.  diapters  orvenanted  belief). 

wbgt^o^  univetsaldiurAaiid  erAould  belong  to  a  particular  bdiever 
iJ>ouldbe^  ofalocri«Jiurch.Allb«^_  fiflowship:  a  church,  fionbdievers  do  not 
Umw  OThrothOT  Md  ristei^  and  belong  to  a  believer  fdlowship.  They  are 
^teto^rij^thei^of^agmbirt  notbait  of  the  body  rtuddawibes. 

gregstion.  In  response,  the  otiierbeliev-  P^snd 

covemartaw^^nocal churrii mem- 
berriiip.  Because  covenants  form  the 

core  «  church  membership,  no  one  resktenrt  of  Go<fi  fOnplom  wte  cwper* 


caricature  during  tbeir  mne  under 
the  venerable  domes  of  the  New 
Caphot  in  downtown  Jackson. 

Some  of  the  ridicule  showered  on _ 

them  is  likely  deserved  (by  some  of  web 
them,  aiqrwsyk  but  a  foir  amount 
Is  notdsserv^  Theya^aflm  ^ 

frnd  their  way  to  either  chamber  in 
theChpitolbutfeeisfeeetofagular- 
br  Siam  leglslatwik  Arne  are  at  least 


for  the  House  of  Irpresentatiwes, 
■nd  (601)  s59-3t29  for  the  Ssaate. 
Tbeae  munbers  are  valid  onhr  wide 
'  lature  is  in  seaaiaa.  Tha 

_ is  Iegisiature4ns.gov. 

■  TeiephoM  cda  do  not  scdMti- 


liadMacs.andooBnmmRyactM-  The^^^fhssmiumiberfar 
tha  fcanoe'quaitar  of  each  year  to  iag^aiilQ^sriiife  are  in  aeaaion 

OMHloJackaoQfortheseadon.  ia  1^1)  with 

^i^MamdS  sacrifice,  ao  it  persoui^fiB and  letters,  end  the 

wood  behoove  us  to  oecamom^  caavefaalla|rtS«xpfeifeiKytfor 
teO  them  bow  much  we  apprmste  tiurnfot^^j&pm,^ 
tbeeifottevenaawelou^oam-  ■nttwwiria^lHingi^ 
plain  about  what  we  peremve  they  before  ootHni((hes^^ttl)&  they 
•**5***f.*“°***^  stroiiglyshi»«*ttor^feae?Plnd 

IteMisriaslppi  BuMutCb^  out  the  name  of  the  appropriate 

titekdetion  Commission  (CAC)  has  oommit^e  chairman  and  oocfrnct 
somehdpfitlliintaoahowtomake  bimyhermsoonaspaasibfe.Ifgiv- 
conteA  with  legislators,  how  to  get  ennte opportunity  to  testify,  get  to 
a  point  acroM  without  dooming  tiieprMquIrklvandbeptepaied 

favored  legislation,  and  bow  to  fol-  to  answer  any  quetekmifemiatots 
low  up  on  the  program  of  impor-  mgylteve  about  your  poritibn. 
tantmeawirea:  ;  Tlie  CAC,  a  ministry  fiinded 

■Tbebestcomnninicatingis  by  the  Uisnssippi  Cooperative 

dope  ftce-to-fe^  Malte  an  ap-  Program,  stan^  ready  to  assiNt 
pomtment  and  be  on  time.  Bring  Uusicuppi  Baptists  who  want  to 
an  oufiinf  ofthe  ooe  or  two  mam  get  in  Uua  grend  proceaa 

issM  you  want  to  diacuas.  Be  of  self-govemance  we  enjw  In 

brief,  recommend  specific  sohi-  our  state  and  natioiL  CAC  he 
tions,  and  leave  a  written  summary  reached  at  P.O.  Box  530,  Jack- 

39*05-0530.  Tdepbone: 

itsfitirtpadctfaelegialatorfrir  (6ot)  292-3329  or  toD-ftne 

hu/to  poaition  on  thenilla  in  outside  Ja£on  (8m)  748-1651, 

which  you  are  Inteieeted.  Doot  ext  329.  E-mail:  nr<-rnlhime 

takejtpeisonaltyifthelegWa-  christianaction.com.  Web  site: 

tor  disagreeawiUi  your  podtion.  Chr{iliaiiaction.oom. 

Ratiierflian  argue,  diecumdiaei^  'l^timetogetlnvolve^ardse 
enceafo  a  pleaM  manner.  JatSrcontntwifojvliatovcreoM 

■  IfapmonalviiitlsDotpas-  outoriheiegUBtivepipefiae.Thnw> 

sible,  write  your  legislator.  Writ-  aieietOyourouK  twoduicei. 
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DsRickwan>.fanciuUD  teOwESiexamtai 
Ootei  Hevwv,  Ovfrzt)  Reort.PO  B«530 
esfUMBova  flraattayan  Jxtion  MS 
L  jcf  StTvijip.  fowmei  3Sn6QEi30 
ijon  Hide  Bsy  Spongs 

W:|a0ll9(8-3800 

Nstoaster  ■  teic(6D1)?ffi  33X 

Send  dwn^  sMMW  t  amPfepaiStmitS 


'31s 

Vns^:n^nbcbofp 


V0lUM£t42*mJMBtR2»lSSHWW;^' 
Ptotahad  wotiy  rntm  wstes  of  Jipr  4  aid  Owstnvn  ty  to 
51%  ttomato>  SVait.  JatoB,  MS  3S!in  Sitotopun  SII  S8mt  iWiHyitismxriva 
esiltlilcrcooeK3:v^lfawM<::ra(tot  toiteait|i»agt|iwdatj«ksai 
^  Sure  tepiiM  Pnediiri,..,  Mms  items  —  ons  etemte  wnt  pnor  to  fWiuMli 
ednwtang  Wvitovatopf-vloimuBiWpitiliiaiioniVe. /Mtytoiiisiagvi 
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GuideStone  nears  century  of  service  on  high  note 

DALLAS  (BP'  and  local  ra- 
porta)  —  GuideStone  Finan¬ 
cial  Resouioes,  an  enttty  of  tfae 
Southern  Baptist  Coiwcaition 
that  ofiers  a  variety  of  financial 
pronama  to  SocAhern  Baptists 


sends  GuideStoae’s 
bock  to  the  fedesal  dbtriet  a 
in  Oklahtana  vtfaeic  the  i 
waainitlaltyffled. 

•  -111  I 

tore  oteroiqw  that  haaavai 
to  chartfiife  the  new  tak 
final  rule,  ^ddeStpae  «■  I 
tinue  to  ptesa  Car  addhiaaal 


centennial 
marked  by 


p^amdthe 


Also  cEiring  2017,  the  South-  I  v.  V# 

Baptist  entity  saw  oourt-re-  f  0^^ 

lated  advances  tor  the  sanctity 

ofliie,butanewoouitchall«in  4  ' 

over  the  miniiter’a  housu^^  _  f .  * 

iowance  was  also  encountered. 

GuideStone  Pterident  O.S. 

Hawkins  had  dedared  2017  as  i; 

d>e  Tear  of  Innovatioo*  in  his 

annual  traditian  of  designating  ^ 

a  theme  sinn  becoming  Guide-  ^ 

Stone’s  president  20  years  ago.  r 

a  Scriptore  and  helM  ^  **®  HELP  —  Aftsr  4S  years  of  ministry,  nsgirtsid  and  Claudia  Pressley  say  lf>ey  'rv 

,  guide  the  organization’s  work  "’“"•V  •°  P***  ■’'''•V  •o'  retoement.  tttough  the  churches  helped  where  th^  could.'  Thi 
•is  it  seeks  to  serve  its  250,000  •'"<>''<1  then  1.800  ItKiividuals  aided  by  Mission:Oignity.  the  rebrea  benevolence 
partidpants,  GoideSton*  FinancisI  Resources  that  sat  a  new  furtdrsising  record  in  2017.  (BP  photo) 

’’We  want  to  achieve  a  culture 
of  innovation  at  Guid^tone 
so  that  we  are  able  to  meet  the 
needs  of  mir  partidpants  today 
and  antkapate  the  needs  of  our 
pertidpanb  as  we  sedi  to  honor 
the  Izm  by  being  their  Ufelrag 
partner  in  enhancing  toe^  ^ 
nandal  security,*  Hawldns  said 
at  the  time. 

In  OTooouncing  the  2017 
thesne  last  Pebcuaiy,  Hawkina 
drew  from  paaaafH  in  Ndse- 
miah  in  the  Oid  Testament  to 

describe  how  people  of  innova-  _ 

tioo  must  fiice  up,  team  upt  gird  aims  to  deliver  rad^Uke  re- 
up  and  look  up  to  achieve  meir  turns  at  reduced  mk  whan 
goals.  compared  to  the  SAP  500  In- 

Hawldns  is  slated  to  an-  dex.  The  fund  is  designed  to 
nounce  2018*8  oentermial  partidpate  in  the  return  poten- 
theme  to  GuideStone  trustees  tial  of  stocks  over  time  W  at 
durina  their  February  meeting  lower  risk  levels  than  a  tradi- 
in  Dallas.  tional  stock  pordblio. 

.“We  are  bundled  and  ener- 

RetirwBMt  iRvtstments 

The  GuideStone  Funds  De-  investment  produ^  we  want 
iensive  Market  Stratesjes  FUnd  to  ensure  that  they  always  re- 
-  Institutional  Share  CIwm  was 
named  the  Best  Fund  Over  3 
Years  and  Best  Fund  Over  5 
Years  by  the  Upper  finenrial 
data  company  witnin  its  Flexi¬ 
ble  Porttolio  Funds  category  for 
tbeyear  ending  Dec.  31. 2016. 

'Inis  award  reco^iized  the 
Defensive  Market  Strategies 
Fund  within  a  category  encom- 
pessing  442  similar  funds  in  the 
three-year  period  and  335  simi¬ 
lar  foods  in  the  five-year  period. 

The  recognition  marked  the 
seventh  and  ejgbth  times  in 
six  years  that  GuideStone  has 
recewed  one  of  the  prestigious 
Upper  Fund  Awards  for  consis¬ 
tently  strong  risk-adusted  per¬ 
formance  reUtive  to  Its  peers. 

The  aoooladas  were  an¬ 
nounced  at  an  investment  in¬ 
dustry  awaitfe  dinner  March  23 
in  Nm  York  City. 

GuideStone’s  Defensive 
Market  Strategies  Fund  off^ 


Housing  allowucs 

A  federal  district  oamtjndoe 
in  Wisconsin  entered  a  fawl  or¬ 
der  Dec.  13,  declaring  the  min¬ 
ister’s  hooshtg  aUowanoe  wn- 
consdtutkmaL  The  ndmg  wm 
stayed  for  180  days  after  ife  ap¬ 
peals  ate  exhausted,  meawfog  it 
currently  does  not  have  any  wa- 
pact  Observers  expect  the  aov- 
emment  will  appeal  theonfer. 

The  minister’s  haariag  ^ 
iowance  exclusion*  Jowa 
churches  to  designaar  part  of 
eligible  ministers  income  m  a 
tax-free  houataw  allonmBe.  The 


We  Strive  for 
eMceilence  in  all 
we  do  for  God’s 
gfory  and  for  the 
benefit  of  our 


the  cash  booaing  aHowaneeL  The 
part  of  the  tax  law  that  provides 
for  tax-free  use  of  a  pasaonam 
or  other  church -owned  home  w 
not  impacted. 

’’We  have  monilorad  theae 
challenges  cloeely  and  wiH  be 
prepared  to  provide  aiem 
Drira  at  the  approprimetime.* 
Hawkins  said.  Sva  beUam  the 
hmwiiig  aUowaooe  law  m  h 


GuideStone 

Financial  Resources 


‘MlaafoiL-Dignity  ia  a  tea-  Reports  oontinue  to  oome  in  from 
tifflOfty  to  the  fetthfulneas  of  churdies  natinawide  that  have 
GuideStooe  to  our  founder,  uaed  it  and  recorded  numerous 
William  Umaford,  and  his  vi-  Gospel  cooversatiocs,  first-tkne 
sioo  when  we  were  esbMished  viators  drawn  m  by  the  book 
in  19x8,*  Hawidns  said.  ‘Dr. 

Lunsford  promised  thoae  fii^ 
fill  saints  that  we  would  ‘com- 


ernment-impoaed  finar 
allows  churches  to  **>■ 
whether  ■  church -owmsl 


is  the  best  way  for  a  thmiJi  to 
provide  frir  its  ministar'a  oeeih. 
We  look  forward  to  adroeariag 
on  behalf  of  all  paatan  along 
with  odier  denonaamlionH 
penaion  boards  and  with  oar 
Southern  Baptist  paitaeas.' 


fes  e^-to-use  devotional  na- 
re  during  the  Advem  setaon. 
*We  are  so  thankful  for  how 
)d  is  using  these  books  to  help 
Ofde  grow  in  their  feith,  and 


fort  you  in 


Uvmg  out  that 


To  help  odebtate  ^  cburcbes  and  mdividuals 
GuideStone’s  centermiaL  who  are  abte  to  them  to  share 
Mla8ion:Dignity  launched  the 

too  Reasons  to  Give  initiative  »wf  ani^.  Hawkins  said.  *It  s 
during  the  Southrtu  Baptiat  f  IfV  ^ 

Convention’s  annual  me^  1° 
last  summer  in  Phoenix  and  wm  Dignity, 

continue  through  2018  to  en- 

courage  donors  to  make  a  legacy  Contraceptive  mandate 
gift  to  support  God’s  servants.  ^ 

of  A^ieals  dinhissed  an  appeal 
Code  series  Oct.  23  filed  by  the  U.S.  Depart- 

llawldna’  authorahip  skill.  of  .  and  Human 

have  also  bean  a  stimng  suc¬ 
cess  for  MissioiuDignity.  His 
Code  series  of  boon  incliufe 
Tile  Joshua  Code,  Th^  Jesus 
icuay-  Codc,  The  James  Codc,  and  The 
iiW  more  than  $7.5  minion  and  Daniel  Code  and  has  sold  more 
paying  out  a  shnilar  amount.  than  one  minion  books  with 

Under  Miaaion:Oignity.  an  author 
qualified  couples  and  widows/  MisBioo:DiL 
widowers  at  poverty  levd  ioh  In  2017,  nei^  one-half  mil- 
come  levris  with  at  least  25  Uoo  copin  of  ‘The  ChriaimM 

years  of  paid  Southern  Baptist  Code  afems  f _ U,  . 

service  can  receive  up  to  Shoo  churriim  that  uaed  them  mgive- 
eacfamonth.  aweys  far  evangelmn  inkianves. 


the  benefit  of  our  participants. 


MissiomDigiiity 

MissioniDignity,  the  Guide¬ 
Stone  ministry  that  provides 
financial  assistance  to  retired 
Southern  Baptirt  pastors  and 
their  widows  living  near 
poverty  line,  had  its  laigjst- 
ever  fondrafeing  year,  receiv- 


Looking  to  firtura 

Hawkins  reported  that  as 
Serrices  (HHS)  during  the  ad-  GuideStone  celroratea  its  oen- 
ministration  of  U.S.  President  tennial  anniversaiy  in  201S,  the 
Barak  Obama,  a  Democrat,  in  entity  gives  thanks  to  the  Lord 
the  contraceptive  rase  filed  by  for  His  blessing  on  ttenanisby 
GuideStooe  m  2012.  founded  in  1918  in  tire  heart  of 

HHS  had  filed  a  voluntaty  WQliam  Umsfiird,  a  riadiiilli 
motion  to  dismiss  its  appeal  in  pastor  who  acted  on  a  vWon  to 
,  GuideStone’s  litigation  against  ndp'oldsokfietsofthecioaa* 
benefittiag  the  f.mtiaceptive  mandate  af-  'it  is  our  hope  and  prayer 
ter  tlir  TYump  administration  that  as  we  enter  this  seraiKl 
announced  it  was  puhiiahing  century  of  service  who 

-  a  new  interim  final  rule  that  come  after  us  find  m  fil- 

were  sold,  many  to  respected  fte  rdigioua  convic-  ting  heirs  to  the  visfoaLMfiwd 
~ employers  providing  established  thorn  yean  aao^* 
lengeiiam  inkfettves.  bealtfa  care  plans.  HawkiiMsaid. 
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f«tral.  txtcaiiw  directar-trMaMf 
||W|lllf9i  Btptist  CMvwMiM  BMid 


a)1x>d)r  (except  Jesus,  our  LcMd)  ttunks 
or  says  about  you.  What  are  you  wotA? 
You're  worth  Jesus  leaving  heaven  to 
come  to  earth.  You’re  worai  Jesus  living 
in  the  ridicule  and  rejectioa  He  encoun¬ 
tered  during  His  thirty-phn  ^lears  on 
earth.  You’re  worth  Jesus  gcnng  to  the 
cross  and  dying  for  every  one  M  your 
sins.  You’re  wr^  all  Gm  gave  in  His 
Son  to  save  you,  redeem  you,  and  make 
youdie  treasure  of  His  heart 
If  aiqrbodjr  knows  your  vaxth,  God 
knowB.  As  His  daughter  or  son  —  one  cf 

_ _  Hiscfaildren  —  Heproclainwyouinaed- 

iiterally  took  that  money  or  aD  the  t^mi  ihly,eteniaity  valuable  to  Him.  God  loves 
that  money  bought  and  slacked  it  around  He  hrt  provided  everything  for  you 

even  one  indivimial,  it  would  not  alter  the  intrus  world  andm  world  to  come,  ifyou 
true  value  and  worth  of  that  person  — not  ^  hurt  Jesus  His  Son  as  your  Savior, 
oneredceitt  We’re  only  days  iiko  the  newyear,  but 

who  we  are  and  what  we  are  Is  depen-  why  not  take  this  chQr  to  turn  your  eyes 
dent  tqxm  and  draws  its  vidue  from  our  toward  Jesna,  put  ^wr  faith  mHhn,  Mid 

rehtinnahip  with  our  wonderful  Savior.  aoc^  Him  aa  your  Lord  and  Maater?  You 

Can  ljuat  point  cak  to  each  one  of  us  that  wfll  find  quid^  and  with  oenainhr  Sat 
we  are  worth  more  than  otbera  may  think  Jeauathinka  you  Me  worth  every  tUng  He 


How  Much  Are  You  Worth? 


Ttuat  Him  now.  *Butaa  marry  aa  receded 
him,  to  them  gave  he  power  to  beciaiie  the 
aona  of  God,  even  to  them  that  believe  on 
hia  name’  (John  i:ia). 

The  author  can  be  contacted  at  dirtc- 


ation  of  bow  much  monw  Americans 
spent  on  presents  and  gms.  Accordit^ 
to  this  fiiandal  assessment,  billioas 
and  billions  and  billions  of  dollars  wn 


tefl  you  the  truth,  I  think  a  lot  mote  of  the 
old  tr^  now  that  it  beioags  to  me.  Snce 
it’s  mine,  I  think  it’s  worth  over  $2,500.* 


Staff  Changes 


HOPE1WELL  CHURCH,  MCCOOL,  has 
called  Bobby  Parish  at  pastor  He  is  shown 
with  his  wife  Jo  ^ 


BECKER  CHURCH,  BECKER,  has  called  Jason 
Green  as  pastor.  He  ■  commg  from  Starfcville  with  hit 
wife  Megan  and  sons.  Jayden  and  Micah 


Roger  Smith  has  reaigned  fron,  BIS8EU. 
CHURCH,  TUPELO,  aftar  B6  years  in 
mmiatry.  tfM  last  12  at  Bwaal  Ha  wM  ba 
avaifabla  for  suppty  or  intarim,  Ha  is  shown 
with  his  wifa  Eleanor 


MT.  OLIVE  CHURCH,  BMnHOALE,  haa  caNad 
EricMoak  as  paator  Shown  are  Mosk.  daughters 
Milsina  and  Maddla.  and  wWa  ivlisty 


Revivals  & 
Homecomings 

fa'  Liberty  Chureh,  Nom- 
patar.  Eevival,  Jan.  14 
-  17;  Sun.,  11  ajn.  and  6 
p jn.;  Mon.  -  Wed.,  7  pjn.; 
Randan  Cred,  apetdcer, 
Dennis  Dursii,.  music; 
Chailes  Rook,  pastor. 


CLASSIFIEDS 


January  11.2018  The  B/unsr  Rbtord 


Young  Musicians  Honor  Choir 
CONCERT 
Saturday,  April  21, 2018 
6s30  p«m. 

Brandon  Baptist  Church 


January  11,  2018 


WhaUtdlypuinthe  daricness.  speak  in  the  light  and  what  you  wh.speTwirf3.your  ear  proclani  upon  the 


W-27  ^A5 


HomeTop.  u  *  Itec®rd  suppfcment  produced  by  the  KfiMBsippi  Baptist  CoiRTMdon  Boanl’s  C4iniinu«k»tio«  Service., 


IT’S  2018! 


Time  to  apply  for  scholarships  with  the  > 
Mississippi  Baptist  Foundation! 

Our  policy  deadline,  and  applications  have  changed. 
Please  •  it  oi-  website  to  review  the  2018  policy 
f  and  submit  an  application  before  April  30 

Call  us  at  601  292.3210  or 
visit  www.msb'aptistfoundation.org  for  more  info. 


pastor/ieadershipAP 

DEVELOPMEN 

BIVOCATIONAL  PASTORS  -  SAVE  THE  DATE 

P/LD  is  excited  to  host  Bivocational  Pastors/Wives 
Dialogue  Dinners  in  2018!  The  purpose  is  to 
discuss  new  strategies  for  resourcing  Bivo  pastors 
throughout  our  state  based  on  2017  survey  results. 

Join  us  at  one  of  the  following  locations: 


March  1  —  Tupelo 
March  8  -  Meridian 
March  22  -  Gulfport 


April  5  -  Hattiesburg 
April  12  -  Flowood 
April  19  -  Grenada 


More  information  coming  soon  from  the  Pastor/ 
Leadership  Development  Department. 


2018  STATE  SENIOR  ADULT  EVANGELISM  RALLY 


Sharing  The  faith 
On  My  Journey 


I uosdav,  January  50,  20 IS 
Hraiulon  i5aplist  Church 
HranJon,  MS 
S:00ani  —  I  1 :4Sam 


I 


For  mute  infor m.ition  .tbout  th.-  .  .•iit,  pIf.iM-  out  .  t  th.- 
Fv...iq>  l.-.m  D.-p..rti.  .-nt  >.t  =  2^>  .,-/8  i  Ibuiri-  n,b.  •-  ^ 


'  III  I..:.  1-  .  .  .  ,i 

trillion  lH‘i;ins  l*chruar\  i.  noiS 

U'U'U'.  ihch.(»'(i 

Si'ssioii  i;  .Iiiiu-  4-“ 

Si  s.si( >11  2;  .Iiino  10 


ORDER  YOUR  NEW  . 
2018  PRAYER  GUIDE 
TODAY! 


Contact  the  Cooperative  Program/ 
Stewardship  Department 
IleavelM'mbcb.brg  or  601-292-3347 


Beginning  Ringers 
Handbell  Festival 

February  24, 2018 

Garaywa  Camp 
&  Conference  Cen^r 
Clinton  ; 


Mississippi  Baptist 
Handbell  Festivt^ 

April  13-14,  2QIB^ 

'  f  ■  # 

First  Baptist  Cuch 


Contact  the  Church  Music  Departmen 
601.292.3267  mr  more 


It  at  cwtayU>r@>mbcb4>rg  or 
I  infonnaliocL. 


•  1 

m 

4^  j  ; 

1  •  1 

MARCH 


MISSISSIPPI 
MISSIONS 
MOBILIZATION 


CONNECTING  •  GOSPEL  •  RELATIONSHIPS 
M«k«  Ml  sternal  invastmant  with  your 
2018  VBS  Miaaiona  Offering. 

Missions  Mobilization  of  the  Mississippi  Baptist  Convention 
Board  invites  you  to  participate  in  the  Home  Building  Project  in 
Malaysia.  For  the  8th  year  in  a  rovr,  we  are  collecting  VBS  offer-  j 
ings  to  build  longhouses  in  Malaysia.  Please  consider  setting  a 
goal  for  your  VBS  to  collect  $1 ,400  to  provide  a  home  for  a  fam¬ 
ily  in  Malaysia.  The  offerings  received  will  purchase  the  building 
materials.  Missions  Mobilization  will  send  the  volunteer  construc¬ 
tion  te^ms  to  provide  the  labor,  alongside  the  Malaysian  families. 

In  the  past  six  years  608  decisions  have  been  made  for  Christ 
and  371  homes  have  been  built. 

VWt  httpsV/tinjruri.com/MSLengheuM  for  promo  materials. 

Contact  Missions  MobMization  at  601-292-3398  or 
cmunnOmbcb.org  for  more  information. 


AIR? 

IN  YOUR  MINISTRY 


More  details  coming  from  Pastor/Leadership 
Development  at  the  end  of  the  monthi 


Nasfav&  Yara  w^iidi  will  sj^ 
the  area  that  used  to  bouse 
W^a  nine-buildiiig  campus. 


tbeW^y, 


OBITUARIES 


Church  security:  Worship  center 
burglaries  increasing  significantly 

nNAL  M  A  SCVfrM  PART  SEftICS  precautions  yoy  tabe  at  your 


WUfocd  Duneaii  and  Maijo- 
rie  Ftwder  Hudson.  He  was 
a  retired  pastor  and  carpen¬ 
ter,  and  member  of  Tmdab 
Cbureh,  Poototoc.  where  be 
pastofed  for  flftm  yeari. 
He  was  a  veteran  of  the  US. 
Navy.  Hudson  is  survived  by 
his  wife,  Barbara  A.  Hamb¬ 
lin  HudMn;  twa  sons,  Phil¬ 
ip  Hudson  (Sun)  and  Scott 
Hudson  (Jenailw);  two  sis- 


Ibe  aid  approach  of  DuQding  a  dudve  to  crime.  units  on  tovien,  making  it  inoon- 

pasunan  on-site  and  adjarrntto  Matty  churches  that  me  a  safe  venient  and  thne  consuming  to 
me  chnrch  was  a  strong  crime  de-  for  storage  of  and  valuable  steal  the  copper.  Substantial  steel 
teitent,  but  is  taiety  um  as  oAen  paper  %«ork  plaoe  it  so  that  die  rage*  ran  lo^  your  t^  likeli- 
in  contemporary  tunes  esxpt  in  patrol  officer  can  see  it  when  they  hood  remarkably, 
runlaettii^  make  their  rounds.  Some  church-  If  worship  centers  are  being 

Pew  churches  have  abim  esma  up  signs  on  their  exterior  burglarized  loc^,  be  sure  to  re- 
tems.fer  fee  and  criminal  activity,  offo  doors.  A  statement  like 'Re-  quest  an  interview' and  a  security 
ckaed  ciicuit  television  cameras,  cords  only  -  no  cash,'  or  ‘Depos-  assessment  from  yosu  local  law  ^ 
motion  defector  lights,  or  other  its  are  made  immediately  after  the  enforcement  agency.  Ideally,  you 

crime  deta.Ting  electioiuc  aids,  service  and  are  not  on  site,'  may  should  alao  tdk  cfirectly  to  the 

With  a  minimum  investmera  of  deter  some  criminals.  Likewise,  police  officers  or  deputies  who 

time  and  eSort,  a  thief  can  be  a  sign  may  actu^  be  posted  on  patrol  y^  site.  Listki  to  their 

home  free  with  a  valuafale  haul.  theafefeita^clBinW'wecionot  observations  carefully  and  con- 

Many  chuidies  doflH  even  ken  money  in  this  sn.'  sider  their  advke. 

lock  thn  doon,  leaving  them  Cheeddbooks  and  church  credit  Additianaily,  you  should  en- 
open  for  aD  to  worship  ^  pr^  cards  should  be  krnt  in  the  safe,  courage  churm  members  to  ob- 
vdienever  convenient.  Worship  or  at  feast  under  lock  and  key.  serve  the  paridng  areas  whenever 
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CONNORS 

oanr.  fromp-i 


on  behalf  of  our  members  — 
I^kolas  Alford  and  Stephen 
Thomas  —  to  protect  them  and 
other  same-sex  couples  from 
this  harmful  and  discrimina¬ 
tory  law.  This  law  should  not 
allow  state  employees  to  with¬ 
hold  marriage  licenses  from 
same-sex  couples.* 

Legislators  who  passed  HB 
1S23  in  their  2016  regular  ses¬ 
sion  and  the  Repubucan  gov¬ 
ernor,  Phil  Bryant,  who  si^ied 
the  bill  into  law,  have  endured 
withering  criticism  from  en¬ 
emies  of  the  law  including 
■  several  of  the  state's  largest 
newspapers. 

U.S.  District  Judge  Carl¬ 
ton  Reeves  of  Jacksom  who 
was  nominated  to  the  federal 
bench  by  U.S.  President  Baiack 
Obama,  struck  doom  the  law. 
A  three-judge  panel  of  the  U.8. 
Court  of  App<^  for  the  Fifth 
Circuit,  bam  in  New  Orleans, 
revers^  Reeves  on  the  grounds 
that  no  one  named  in  Bie  law¬ 
suit  could  prove  to  have  been 
harmed  by  the  law. 

'  The  appeals  court  denied 
plaintiffs  an  en  banc  hearing 
involving  all  the  Fifth  Circuit 
judges,  and  plaintiffs  vowed 
to  appeal  to  the  U.S.  Supreme 
Court.  The  result  of  that  appeal 
was  the  high  court's  decision 
earlier  this  week  not  to  hear 
the  case. 

Throu^out  the  lawsuit’s 
winding  legal  process,  Mis¬ 
sissippi  Attorney  General  Jim 
Hood,  a  Dasnoerat.  refused  to 

ddnd  tibft  SlBliifA  MIMiBMIkt  of 

HB  1523.  The  Alliance  for  De¬ 
fending  Freedom  in  Scottsdale, 
Az.,  and  former  Texas  Solici¬ 
tor  General  Jonathan  Mitdwll, 
agreed  to  defend  the  law. 

Opponents  of  the  law,  like 
the  AlXU  of  Mississippi,  have 
vowed  to  continue  the  battle  to 
invalidate  HB  1523. 


Connors  tt  pastor  ^Eatt- 
emHiOsChu^inABm- 
querque,SM.Tld$eobtinn 
first  cqmeartd  in  titcBoftat 
Nw  Mexioan(benmxom), 


LAX  O  DOMP  EAHR  PHPKALB  BOYP 


LAX  HCPJ  GCLBB  APMPK  TPKOGC, 


APOHCPK  GCLBB  LAI  QLA  TBESV  HCPQ 


REH  RY  QJ  CLAX 


ler-iwidimurdi  membership  amHength. 


ZRCA  HPA:  HFPAHJ-PODCH 


V  ‘I  ani  pateftil  for  the  coo- 

'  .  tiibution  of  Mississippi  Col- 

00  *.  mm  p.  1  1)^  make  dw  a  successful 

event  every  year.  Parents  and 
The  very  best  thing  that  dnirdies  trust  us  to  ptovide  a 
happened  at  the  2017  YEC  safe  secure  environment  for 
waii  tbt  so  marry  students  had  tbeit  children  to  attend  YEC, 
an  encounter  with  God  aitd  and  Mississippi  OoDege  pbys 
thi  ir  lives  are  now  changed  for  an  important  role  in  making 
•  I ^  tjiar  happen,’  Lum  pointed  out 
He  also  thanked  the  plan- 
niiu  committee  that  put  to¬ 
gether  the  2017  YEC: 

■  Brad  Van  Cleave,  senior 
executive  pastor  at  Overflow 
Church.  Magee. 

■  Jarred  Cummins,  stu- 


Havt^  with  cryptography  and  exercise  your  Bibk 
knouMedge.AfSng  James  Version  Bibieveree  has  been  en¬ 
coded  by  ktter  substitution.  The  same  letter  is  substituted 
throughout  the  puzxk.  Solve  by  tried  and  error.  Answer  to 
last  week's  puzzle:  Mark  1:15 
By  Chartat  Marx.  IS}2-2004.e  2a05 


etetnhv,’  Lum  said.  ‘Students 
were  inalienaed  to  walk  with 
God  daily  and  were  shown  bow 
they  can  share  their  faith  with 
dieir  friends  and  dassmates.’ 

Ijim  also  thanked  the 
adults  who  texA  time  dur¬ 
ing  the  busy  holiday  season 
to  accompany  young  pewle 
from  their  churches  to  YEC. 

“They  [adults]  gave  gener¬ 
ous^  of  their  time  during  the 
Christmas  break  so  that  tiseir 
students  could  have  the  op- 

portunity  to  be  impacted  spu-  _  . 

itually.  I  appreciate  aU  those  Church,  Laurd. 
who  pravM  tor  YEC  to  have  a  The  2018  Youth  1 
spiritual  impact  on  the  young  Challenge  will  be  hi 
pe^le  vdio  attended.’  27-28  in  A.E.  Wooc 

^  Ronnie  HilL  ap  eyaMelist  on  the  Ointoo  cam] 
from  Pi'wMfe  was  fnsBiy-  slasippi  CUQege.  Ed 
nose  speahei  and  trained  at-'  formation,  contact 
tendees  on  how  to  share  their  evangelism  depul 
personal  testimony  with  oth-  ipail:  Ib.'itris#atoch 
ers  in  the  local  communities  phone;  (601)  292-3: 
where  they  live  and  in  the  tree  outside  Jada 
schools  th^  attend.  Mississip-  748-1651  exL  278. 
pi  native  Josh  Blister  servM  The  Youth  E 
as  worship  leader.  Evangelist  Challenge  is  suppor 
Gary  Pennenter  of  Columbus  by  to  the  bussi 
led  an  adult  training  session.  operative  Program. 


MSA  udio  LLC 


■  Jarred  Cummins,  stu¬ 
dent  minister  at  First  Church, 
Laurel. 

■  Clint  Jackson,  student 
minister  at  Highland  Church, 
MerkUan. 

■  Shannon  Slover,  min¬ 
ister  of  pastoral  care  at  First 


Design  A  iMegntioa  of  Proftssional  Audio,  Vidd>,  A  Lighting 
Chinch,  Conference  Room.  School 
tquipmcnl  sales,  service  and  installation 


Ttooper Hales  P.O.Box  I S7S  Ph M1-9Z3-9947 

info@insaudiollc.cani  CUnkn,  MS  39060  Fax  601-924-2880 


Submission  Guidelines 

The  Baptist  Record  is  pleased  to  publish 
news  and  photographs  of  special  mants  that 
take  place  in  cooperating  churches  of  the 
Mississippi  Baptist  Convention.  News  items 
and/or  photographs  depictihg  benefits  and 
activhies  tor  aeculer  or  outside  organiiations 
wM  not  be  pufatishad. 

Preferred  meavodi  news  may  be  submitted 
'  emetroniceay  to  the  email  addrses  betow.  and 
must  be  mduded  in  the  mestege  sagmera  of 
an  email  form.  Secorxlerv  method  news  may 
be  typevwitten  or  neatly  prsned  on  8  1/P  by 
Ilmch  paper  and  mailed  AH  articles  must  bs 
reesrved  in  vy-itsig;  no  articlss  wiH  be  accspssd 
(MOf  the  telephone.  Dus  to  ever.piesara  virus 
threats,  no  text  sttschmants  miH  be  accepted. 
Photograph  attachments  m  JPEG  formal  are 
permnsifale. 


Theia  is  no  guararaaa  that  naiM^  Items  aiKi/ 
or  photographs  vy*  be  puWshed.  and  unsotcfled 
mstenal  wA  not  be  acfcnowlsdped  or  tsiumad. 
AH  news  itams  srs  subiset  to  sditing.  and  al 
pholographa  gm  subfset  to  croppaig.  Nsvm  awns 
and/or  photographs  can  be  pubtahad  one  ame 
only.  Oeadbne  for  submitting  nsws  ■  onswapk 
prior  to  nsqusstsd  pubhcalion  data.  Aititlas  that 
are  not  date  eeneniva  wA  be  pubHihed  on  a 
a»eca  eiailebli  baa*.  These  guidelinee  are  not 
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The  Unknown  Known  •  Acts  17:22-34 


“What  dse  does  tMs  craving,  and  this 
hdplessness,  proclaim  but  dua  there 
was  once  in  man  a  true  hc^tpiness,  qf 
whidicdl  that  now  remains  is  d»e  entity 
print  and  trace?  This  he  tries  oi  vain  to 
fill  with  everything  around  Aim,  seek¬ 
ing  in  things  that  are  not  dure  du  help 
he  cannot  md  in  dwse  dtat  are,  thoe^ 
none  can  help,  since  this  Mbute  abyss 
can  be  filed  ofiy  widt  an  ifimite  and 
immutable  oMecf;  in  odur  words,  by 
God  himseff.'Blaise  Posad 

PerhaM  you  are  more  bmiliar  with 
the  sunpoSM  version  of  this  quote  by 
a  16OO  8  French  msthmatiran,  'Iq. 
side  eveiy  person  is  a  God  shaped  Ik^ 
that  only  Re  can  fiH*  No  matter  bow 
adi^nced  society  becomes,  there  is  tto 
truth— somediing  seenv  to  be  missing 
inside  our  soids.  Hie  dtirens  of  Athens, 
a  very  intdl^ent  cuhure,  knew  that  even 
with  an  dieir  gods  and  goddesses,  food 
and  fim,  diere  was  somethiiK  IsAing 
They  were  unsettled  but  di&'t  know 
why.  Toooverantheirbsses,theyerect- 
ed  a  place  to  worshq)  the  *ama»wn*  and 
placed  an  altar  beCaie  it 
Paid  encountered  these  idigious 
seekers  and  found  them  hungering  for 
knowledge.  They  prided  themselves  in 
being  opened  to  all  ideas  whOe  never  le- 
aOy  embracing  soy.  We  would  can  them 
“Open-minded*  m  today’s  vemsMadar. 


They  only  wanted  to  discuas 
witoout  oomndtment  In  Acts  16:19- 
21  we  observe  that  die  pet^  wanted 
to  hear  Paul’s  ideas  even  though  th^ 
sounded  strange.  Then  we  rskI,  “...thn 
spent  their  time  on  nothing  dse  but  td- 
ing  or  heating  something  new.’  (vs  21) 
'^t  phrase  stuck  out  because  we  ate 
live  in  a  worid  that  seems  to  value  only 
what  is  fresh,  new  and  diSeiem.  When 
searching  for  truth,  our  world  constantly 
searchrs  for 
die  newest 
thoughts, 
the  new¬ 
est  book, 
or  even  the 
newest  diet 
to  provide 
spiritual  an¬ 
swers.  Peo¬ 
ple  are  on 
a  quest  for 

that  one  thing  to  fll  die  emptiness  inside 
and  therefore  constandy  search  for  the 
next  thing  since  die  last  one  didn't  work. 

It  is  here  that  we  see  Paul  stop  before 
an  ahar  labeled.  To  an  Unknown  God.* 
Paul  saw  an  (mportunity  to  introihioe 
the  known’  which  for  certoiries  had 
been  unknown  to  a  people  iuingiy  for 
knowledge.  They  deaoibed  Padl’s  words 
as  *a  new  thoitdit*  but  what  they  be¬ 


lieved  was  new,  was  actually  the  oldebt 
truth  in  the  world.  Because  of  dnsi  Paul 
began  his  teaching  with  creation  of 
the  world  to  set  the  stage  for  those  adio 
were  i^rant  of  the  One  True  God. 

It  isnere  we  find  shcth  lessen  in  how  to 
be  missinnal:  For  diose  who  are  Gredc, 
begin  at  the  beghming!  When  I  sw, 
“Gredc,’ I  am  referring  to  people  who  do 
not  have  a  Judeo-ChrMian  background. 
When  speakiiig  to  the  Jews  in  the  syna¬ 
gogues,  ftul 
could  be¬ 
gin  widi  the 
teachings  of 
Jesus,  for 
these  petqile 
were  v^ 
acquainted 
with  the  God 
(tf  the  Old 
Testament. 
But  the 

Athenians  were  different.  In  evangeliz¬ 
ing  we  often  begin  vdth  Jesus  and  His 
djdng  for  our  sins  but  if  the  people  hsve 
no  concept  of  who  God,  Jehovah,  is,  we 
must  be^  there.  Paul  modded  well 
how  to  rrach  Greeks. 

Whfle  this  idea  seems  obvious  when 
teaching  in  the  for  reaches  of  the  world, 
the  tram  is  we  are  now  seeing  ^Gretdcs' 
throughout  our  communities.  On  our 


very  streets  are  diose  searcfaii«  throu^ 
every  kind  of  nii’toid  thou^  to  fin  that 
empty  place  <feep  inside.  These  in  our 
own  communities  do  not  have  a  due 
who  God,  Jdiovah,  is  and  how  He  creat¬ 
ed  eveivdiiiig,  induding  us.  They  search 
for  and  bdieve  only  the  newest  ideas. 
Although  they  bear  the  term,  “God’  tiny 
believe  in  a  generic  god  suitaUe  for  ^ 
rdidoos.  In  my  community,  I  regulaiiy 
SM  coexist’  bumper  stickers  whidi  in¬ 
dicate  a  bdief  that  diere  are  many  nds 
and  many  foiths  and  aU  are  eciual.  This 
is  much  like  die  Gredc  phnosopbers  in 
Paul's  visit  to  Athens.  We  luve  a  neigh¬ 
borhood  miasioa  fidd,  Btdiever! 

Paul  did  what  God  sent  him  to  do.  He 
saw  an  opportunity  and  boldly  spoke 
the  truth.  Some  followed  vdiile  omets 
went  about  their  lives  as  if  nothing  had 
changed.  Be  aware,  not  aD  wifi  respond 
positivdy  to  God's  message.  Some  did 
follow  Paul,  even  two  mentfoned  by 
name:  Dfonysiiis,  and  a  woman  named 
Damaris  did.  Folks,  this  isn't  just  a  story. 
These  were  red  people  who  we  win  meet 
in  heaven  because  someone  endatoed 
the  unknown  to  diem  and  it  became 
known.  Who  are  you  tdliiig? 

Grace  is  a  Bible  teadur  and  confir- 
enee  spetdcer  and  is  a  member  cf  First 
Churdi,Ctinton. 


FUNDS  ^ 

oonr.  bom  p.  1 

FBMA  denied  aid  to  houses 
of  worskhi  such  dissstrni 
as  2005’s  Hurricane  Katrina 
and  Superstorm  Sandy  in  2012 


because  their  buildings  were 
used  primarily  for  teUgim  pur¬ 
poses.  Baptist  Press  reported  in 


poses.  Baptist  I 
September. 
Ihree  smafi 


Three  amafi  Texas  churches 
sued  FEMA  Sept.  5  for  aceeas  to 
disaster  recov^  funding  avsB- 
oble  to  other  nonprofits. 


Acoordfaigtothe  Jan.  2  FEMA 
news  release,  houses  of  wonbip 
are  eNgMe  to  apply  for  FEMA 
aasistenoe  TftfaarfsciHlies  suf¬ 
fered  damage  from  an  event  de¬ 
clared  a  mgite  dfesster  on  or  after 
Au^  23. 2017,  or- If  they  had 
applications  pendhig  with  FEMA 


[by  the  some  date]  that  hove  not 
yet  been  lesolwed  by  FEMA.’ 

As  with  fiindiiig  for  other 
nonprofit  organizatfons,  FBMA 
assists  new  fat  churches  ihmW 
the  Stafford  Act  it  limited  to 
repair  or  replacement  costs  not 
coveted  by  a  loan  from  the  U.S. 


Small  Business  Administration 
(SEA),  the  release  stated. 

In  order  to  receive  FEM^ 
fiinding,  houses  of  worship 
must  first  apply  for  an  SBAloon 
and  either  be  denied  or  receive 
an  insufficient  amount  to  cover 
buildiiig  repairs. 


Jesus  Corrects  •  Mark  7:5-15 


Nearly40yeartago,thegreatAmeri- 
SM  gosMfedc  VfiRitak;  Jk.  penned  one 
of  his  moat  fomous  Utet^  ofeeringi  ti¬ 
ded,  ’Family  TTaditinn.*  The  four-min¬ 
ute  refrain  m  a  trfliute  to  hit  late  father 
as  much  as  it  is  a  personal  dedaration  of 
indqiendence  from  the  shadows  of  his 
fitthtet  nwerwfwbning  legacy.  In  the  fi¬ 
nal  analysia,  WDUams,  Jr.  surmised  Us 
own  flaws  and  tranagressioiis  were  less 
his  fonk  and  mote  Ota  case  of  being  like 
his  dad.  In  Us  words,  ’it's  just  a  frunily 
tradition.’  Whfle  bis  logic  may  sound 
like  an  easy  justification  or  dfemiisl  of 
Us  actions  it  does  a  present  a  queatioo 
for  each  of  us  this  week:  What  so-called 
“tradhiaaa*  ore  vre  gnilly  of  personally 
or  in  our  churchet  that  hove  utile  or  no 
redeeming  value? 

We  meet  up  with  Jesus  and  His  dis- 
dnlet  this  vteo:  in  the  seventh  dumter  of 
Mark  staring  down  the  cold  barrel  of  le¬ 
galism  and  traifitioa  at  the  hands  of  tome 
of  the  Pharisees  and  serfoes.  At  tUs  point, 
it  is  imperative  for  us  to  remember  the 
way  the  Jewish  people  were  tau^  the 
Senpture  in  the  days  oCChrisL  The  Torah 
(the  first  s  boohs  of  our  Old  Testament) 
presenteif  the  Jewish  people  on  how  to 
Ibe.  Also  called  *the  law,’  the  Torah  was 
siL'ple  enou^  to  be  undentiood  and  ap- 
phei:  bv  all  tmti  heard  or  read  it 

Sometmie*  the  !%ariaees  would  offer 
commentary  or  bdpfiil  insight  to  God's 


words.  Where  tilings  beramr  muddled  some.  God's  oommands  give  ns  life.  Man's 
was  vfoen  fenders  audi  as  the  Pharisees  tratfitioos  ate  Hfekas.  WUfe  otiien  focra 
began  to  add  extra  cowditionB  or  lUes  to  on  the  asteriar  of  a  person,  God  aeotchet 
what  God  had  already  commanded  Their  and  deafe  witii  the  inwatdheatt  of  a  per^ 
ezeeadve.  regulationt  and  instractions  son.  The  real  person.  In  Maik  7:5  the 
made  It  increaamglyifrfBcalt  to  adhere  to  Pharisees  cannot  get  past  the  fact  tit  tiie 
the  original  Torah  and  were  a  deviation  dfeefriles  dal  not  wasn  their  hands  before 
from  the  intent  of  the  Scripture.  Sound  tiwyrtr  Arnwigiiifirant  ssthiamaysrrm 
fiuniliar?  How  many  times  do  we  in  the  to  uai  it  was  important  to  these  hardened 
Bap^dnuefa  do  tiie  same  thing?  Wiarisres.  Why  were  they  so  oAitMiiw 

For  example;  God  commataied  the  about  the  waaUng  of  bands?  In  short  be- 
people  to  cause  th^ 

avoid  work-  _:x-  r. .at _  fathers, 

ing  on  the  grandfrthere. 

Sabbath.  \  and  relatives 

This  law  al-  1  I  before  tiiem 

lowed  the  tor  Lite  ' 

oHrii  La-iC 

sUp,  rest  I  did  it  hove 


ship,  rest 
ana  renewal 
before  the 
work  wed: 

began.  The  Pharisees  took  it  upon  them- 
serves  to  add  to  the  definition  « the  word 
“work.’  They  added  such  stipulations  as 
drawing  water  from  a  well  or  slaughter¬ 
ing  an  animal  to  feed  your  frunfly  as  vio- 
latians  of  God's  word.  Some  went  os  far 
as  to  soy  if  a  moequito  was  attempting 
to  bite  you,  you  could  not  swat  it  away 
because  that  would  be  considered  work. 

Golf  s  oonunands  are  meant  for  our  own 
good.  Man’s  rules  are  often  time  burden- 


a  theological 
leg  to  stand 
on.  Thereba- 

sis  was  “femife  tradfitioa’ 

Let  me  ask  you:  are  we  not  all  guilty 
of  things  in  our  worsUp  services  that  are 
not  prescribed  by  Scripture  but  rather 
are  there  because  of  our  traditions? 
When  dmrehes  approach  a  sitaation  by 
askiig,  ’What  did  we  do  last  re  ar?“  or, 
“What  hare  we  always  done?*  they  are 
on  the  thin  ice  of  exalting  tiieir  tradi¬ 
tions  over  God’s  truth.  Wb»  the  prefer¬ 
ences  of  the  membership  become  more 


influential  than  the  word  of  God,  you 
ore  guaranteeing  faflure  and  Idolatiy.  I 
started  a  couple  of  years  looking  at  my 
own  ministry  and  the  diundi  I  serve  in  a 
different  ligfaL  Are  the  practices,  teach¬ 
ings  and  approaches  I  steive  to  lead  Bib 
lical  or  Baptist? 

I  have  been  a  Bimtist  all  mv  life  (it’s  a 
funily  tradition).  However,  it  what  I  am 
doiite  as  a  Pastor  is  more  Baptist  than 
Biblical,  there  Is  a  problem.  Do  not  mis- 
understend  what  I  am  attempting  to  say. 
Most  of  what  we  do  in  the  Baptist  church 
has  Biblicai  roots.  I-am'ifraid  thot^, 
there  are  times  when  ws  would  rat&r 
do  the  Baptist  way  (or  comfortable  wiy) 
over  the  Biblical  one.  When  the  Kfau- 
cal  and  Baptist  way  are  the  same,  thoe 
is  reason  to  celebratel  Jesus  reveals  to 
us  in  Mark  7:^12  a  troubliiw  feet:  our 
selfish  and  foolish  traditioas  hinder  and 
even  nullify  the  word  of  God.  ’ 

Let  this  passare  speak  and  convict  all 
of  us  as  we  read  and  meditate  upon  it 
God  is  more  concerned  with  dirty  hearts 
than  He  is  ditty  hands.  I  pray  our  unbib- 
lical  traditions  wiD  cruinble  at  the  foot 
of  the  cross.  If  we  are  brave  enough  to 
ask  God  to  do  that,  maybe  we  can  start  a 
new  traditioa  of  confession... and  that  is 
worth  pmsing  down! 

McKay  is  pastor  of  Harperville, 
Church,  HarperviOe. 
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The  RA«  and  QA’t  of  TUCKERS  CROSSING  CHURCH.  LAUREL,  rocognuad  Manhall  Rtzgar 
M  tor  Valarana  Day  in  honor  of  hia  miktary  aarvioa  and  aarvica  to  ttta  cNUran.  Ha  waa  honorad  ¥vit 
e  a  raoaption.  a  portrait,  and  a  ptaqua  of  appraciation.  Ha  at«d  Karan  Fttzgaraid  ara  Hta  RA  -  OA  laad- 


Tha  chiUton  of  CALVARY  CHURCH.  SUMMIT,  ptaaantad 
thair  Chriatmas  program.  For  tha  Qiory  of  the  King.  Dac.  10.  Farrah 
Al— ndar.dfcacKK'ttininylltoSOHLSehMaOyaway.  andAidia 
Alaxandor.  aaaatanla:  Mika  Buma.  paalor. 


Tha  ladiaa  and  frianda  of  CALVARY  CHURCH.  VtCKSRURO,  hawa 
15  yaara  to  aat  oM  and  play  Dirty  Santa. 


gathacing  for  tha  laat 


••CADAMS  CHURCH.  SAI I  IS.  ordainad  Johnny  Jonaa  a 
daaoon  Dac.  10.  StKMvn  ara  paator  Jamaa  Vtoung.  Mary  Jonaa 
Jonaa.  and  AMO  Slava  Jordan. 


THRASHKR  CHURCH.  PRSNTISS  AS¬ 
SOCIATION.  honored  Thomaa  Chaaa  during  | 
tha  100  year  calabration  of  tha  church  Nov. 

26  for  44  yaara  of  tarvice  ay  Shown  .  .BASSFI^  eHURQH.  SASSFIELO.  proaanlad 

ara  paator  Doug  Rakaatraw  arxl  Chaaa.  thair  chddian'a  Chriatmaa  muaical  Dac.  17. 


To  kick  off  tha  Lottia  Moon  Chriatmaa  Offaring.  IMMANUEL 
CHURCH,  GREENWOOD'S,  WMU  tnada  280  taacakas  which 
wara  givan  to  tha  congregation  Dec  3. 


Just  for  the  Record 


bi  othsr  Church  Maws: 

>■  sum  ChuKh,  Lahto  wffl 
1%?  iVtry'a  In  concert  Jan. 
14, 6  p.Bi.  Lov«  oBsiiag. 

>  Eaatalda  CIimtcK,  r—tL 

win  boat  die  DiUe  E^om  in 

cmiceit  Jan.  14, 10:30448. 


The  Anrae  Lou  Hayman  Quitara 
of  WHITESANO  CHURCH, 
JtFf  DAVIS  COUNTY,  made 
12  baby  quilta  tor  donation  to 
mother  a  who  chooaa  to  giva  thair 
babiaa  life,  ctonating  through  the 
LaurancaCouray  Criaia  Piag- 
nancy  Caraar.  Shown  ara  Flaggy 
Baoa.  Mary  Martha  Barry.  Fraraia 
Bridgea.  Sia  Oouglaa.  Boitty 
Bridgaa.  and  Staphanie  Hoymaa 


WILLIAMSVHXE  CHURCH,  KOSCIUSKO,  rocantly  commia- 
aioned  Junior  and  Margaret.Oavia  to  tha  mioaion  fMd.  Shown  are 
Jotwidar  and  Jaramy  Tillman  and  tha  Daviaaa. 


